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times, during which re-valuated life will crystallise, and
give property and its brood of definite beliefs a further
innings ?
But, however much or little " A Modern Comedy " may
be deemed to reflect the spirit of an Age, it continues in
the main to relate the tale of life which sprang from the
meeting of Soames and Irene in a Bournemouth drawing-
room in 18815 a tale which could but end when its spine
snapped, and Soamesc took the ferry? forty-five years later.
The chronicler, catechised (as he often is) concerning
Soames, knows not precisely what he stands for, Taking
him for all in all he was honest, anyway, He lived and
moved and had his peculiar being, and, now he sleeps,
His creator may be pardoned for thinking there was some-
thing fitting about his end; for, however far we have
travelled from Greek culture and philosophy, there is still
truth in the old Greek proverb: " That which a man most
loves shall in the end destroy him,"
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